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* Nothing positive is known concerning peace or war.
It appears, therefore, that the measures taken here did
not produce an instant rupture at Paris, and that nego-
tiation was not thought inadmissible.    Bonaparte will
certainly only negotiate for the purpose of gaining time
and completing his preparations*    We, on the contrary,
may negotiate on a different principle, and hope, if not
for security, which is impossible, at least for such an
accommodation as may leave a pretence for deferring
war.    To-day a change in the Admiralty is universally
expected, and the  general opinion seems to  he that
Lord Melville will succeed Lord St. Vincent.   Howevery
I do not know this from any authority.   . . .  Pray tell
Gilbert I have seen the Duke of Koxburghe, who does
not  know  exactly when  the  officers must join their
regiments; but the King's warrant for calling out the
men is already gone to the country.    I dined yesterday
quietly at Lady Palmerston's, and sat there part of the
afternoon, reading them the first volume of " Delphine,"
which does not interest me so much as it does many of
her readers.    It is surely a pity that the female half of
the world keep soaking their -minds so perpetually in
novels, good, bad, and indifferent.    It can only make
people unfit more or less for real life.    The false views
and opinions  are generally made very amiable;  and
nobody minds the poetical justice which is executed on
the interesting culprits in the last pages of the book,
that being merely the invention of the- author, and a
judgment from which they may appeal    The virtues,